
Now Cut a few Lines 
and curves in the dry 
undercoat. 

This accustoms you to 
working from your bridge, 
which will be helpful when 

you come to trace.

After undercoating and 
highlighting several 
times, try softening one 
or two of the highlights: 
Use your ring finger. 

Rub very lightly. 
(Don’t dab.)
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When you start 
to feel 

confident with 
undercoating …

… paint an 
undercoat like 
this and let it 

dry.



Let’s say you rub 
very lightly, but all 
the same the paint 
just smudges and 
lifts off very fast …

Wipe it off.

Add more gum to 
your paint.

Maybe Add four or five 
drops. (You can always 
add more, later, if you 
need to.)

Mix well.
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Load your brush with 
strengthened paint.

Soften the edge 
first to find out  
what your paint is 
like now.
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Now Try with the 
highlights …

Ideally, you 
should be able to 
rub lightly for 
three or four 
seconds before 
the paint begins to 
lift off around the 
highlight. 

Bear in mind this 
technique — 
softened 
highlights — is 
actually quite 
difficult: It takes 
a lot of practise. 
That’s one reason 
why we introduce 
you to it right at 
the start. 
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Aim for 
Something 
like this … 

When you’re ready, 
you can practise on 
bits of glass.
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Etc.

Use any sticks 
you have.


