
When you start, your 
palette should look 
something like this …

Or this …

Or this.
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Moisten your hake brush. Remove excess 
water.

I know, I 
know: it’s a 
different 

water bowl in 
this photo!

Buckle up! Lots of lack of 
continuity to come!

Dampen the palette.

Remove the paint cover.
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“Dampen” - you 
don’t want 
soup.



Sometimes the cover 
puts up a fight.

Now Find out what the 
paint is like …

We cut slits in our paint, 
partly to find out what 
it’s like, and partly to 
insert moisture from 
the knife.

Use wet 
knife to 
grind 
and 
wake up 
dried 
paint on 
palette. 

Massage the lump 
of paint.
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Slice it. Squeeze it.

Use reconstituted 
paint from palette 
to revive it.

Push down from all 
sides and pile wet 
slices on top.

You’re aiming for 
revived paint, an 
awakened palette, 
and a loaded brush.
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It’s usually between two and 
five minutes’ gentle, thoughtful 
work.



This is good. Or this …

Or this … Or this …

Or this … Or this.
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And then you’re ready.


